The article focuses on the analysis of current trends in the system of international relations. 
Introduction
The modern world enters the era of large-scale political changes determined by the unevenness of the technological and economic development processes. If during the second half of the 20 th century the main trend of international development was globalization, in recent years, opinions about the change in the international relations development from globalization to regionalism , Mukhachev, 2015 , Obolenskii, 2015 are met more and more often in the literature.
In this connection, the analysis of political, social and economic factors that determine the prospects and dynamics of future models of international relations and the world order as a whole becomes highly relevant.
Drivers of the globalization process were the Western countries led by the US: they also became the main beneficiaries at the initial stage (Minakova, 2016; Supyan, 2001) Parallel to the process of globalization, the trend towards regionalization of the global economy is developing -the desire of some countries and groups of countries to protect themselves from the negative aspects of globalization. In assessing the consequences of regionalization, there is no consensus. On the one hand, regionalization can contribute to increasing the competitiveness of countries and emerging regions; on the other, it leads to stratification of the global economic space. Many authors now agree that the future world will be multipolar (Mukhachev, 2015 , Patrik, 2014 .
Along with determination of new power poles in the international arena, international relations themselves will gain a new quality in the future, i.e. rationality. Rationality should be understood as the trend to search solutions (institutional, standardizing, organizational, technological, etc.) acceptable for the majority of the parties and keeping the costs down (total and separately for each participant).
To understand the processes of changes in the sphere of international relations, the results of the analysis of transaction costs were used, which was one of the reasons for the rapid spread of the globalization processes. The changes in existing and newly created international institutions (organizations, blocks, funds, etc.), whose activities are aimed at regulating interaction between countries and groups of countries, have been analyzed.
Monopolar world: opportunities, costs and risks
The period after the end of the Cold War was characterized by a number of distinctive features. For the developed countries of the West, globalization including trade liberalization and an increase in the capital flow across national borders in a variety of forms, has contributed to the growth of international activity of companies and, in general, an increase in the rate of economic growth. The opportunities to export goods and services, the movement of capital contributed to the growth of output, the emergence of new technologies, more efficient use of resources, active economic growth, and restraint of inflation. Competition with foreign producers forced national companies to look for the ways to reduce production costs, to make the production more economically efficient.
Participation in world trade has also become a stabilizing factor for the national currency and the economy as a whole (Minakova, 2016: 112 and improving the work of banking supervision systems, and the legal and regulatory framework of the financial sector as a whole (Lobantsova, 2005: 141) . established, which were also built into the global confrontation system (Table 2) .
In 1992, a number of countries of the former
USSR formed the Collective Security Treaty
Organization (CSTO), whose task is to ensure the security of its members and stability in the post-Soviet space. In 2009, the Nordic Defence Cooperation (NORDEFCO) was established to provide security and strengthen the defense functions of its member countries (Table 3 ).
The Welsh summit of NATO in Newport (Table 4) . New alliances will allow to coordinate economic processes in countries producing almost 90 % of the world GDP; the implementation of these agreements will lead to fundamental changes in the structure and nature of the international division of labour and, ultimately, to a profound reformatting of the world economy.
Another type of economic partnership initiated by China is international cooperation in the framework of the system projects "Silk Road Economic Belt" (SREB) and "Maritime Silk Road" (MSR) of the 21 st century. This At the same time, it is important to understand that the formation of regional economic associations does not hinder globalization and even "pushes it by acting as ready-made building blocks for the construction of a qualitatively new world economic system" (Obolenskii, 2015: 5) .
In recent years, the development of regionalism has manifested a new trend -the creation of transcontinental associations. 
From monopolar to multipolar world
We can observe significant changes in international relations currently. They are the result of large-scale and rapid social and economic transformations in developing countries -the balance of economic and political forces is changing in favour of a multipolar world order (Mukhachev, 2016: 216) . 
K. Waltz and a number of other authors
consider the stable existence of the multipolar world impossible, believing a heterogeneous structure with a multitude of centres of power is very unstable and leading to "the struggle of all against all" (Waltz, 2007: 915) . This is explained These scenarios reflect possible combinations of critical trends and those choices that states and societies can make.
The "island" scenario assumes that many states, in response to the instability of the global economy, the complexity of ensuring security, seeking answers to technological and social challenges, will concentrate on solving internal problems. By reducing contributions to intercountry co-operation, they will pursue protectionist policy to protect domestic markets, create barriers to cross-country migration, etc.
They will prefer bilateral trade agreements that correspond to their interests instead of multilateral agreements. The extreme manifestation of the scenario will be the "partition" of the world, in which countries occupy a defensive position, behave like "islands" in the sea of instability. The engine of economic growth will be innovation and entrepreneurship at the local level. In the global balance of economic and political forces, the presence of China and India (17.08 and 7.02 % of world GDP at purchasing power parity, respectively) becomes increasingly significant.
According to the forecast of the Foreign Affairs magazine, in 2050 the share of the USA, the European Union and Canada will account for less than 30 % of the world GDP, which is less than in 1890 (Mukhachev, 2015: 219) . If we are not talking about limit versions of the world order, but more balanced and realistic, then it is the multipolar world that is thought to be the best alternative to the monopolar one in terms of achieving sustainable and predictable development of mankind and ensuring global security (Kalyuzhnyi, 2011: 236) . "Winners" are states that are able to offer the global community such institutional solutions that will reduce the costs of the largest number of participants.
Rationalization of international relations is a tendency to search for solutions (institutional, regulatory, organizational, technological, etc.) that are acceptable to a large number of parties and reduce costs (total and for all participants separately). withdrawal from responsibility, and the same become rather complicated.
